[Periodontal disease--an additional risk factor for cardiovascular diseases?].
In 1989, a case-control study was published, linking between coronary heart disease and periodontal disease in the studied population. Since then, a number of additional studies, focused the attention to the possible role of dental infections in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. Some of these newer cohort studies, are prospective in nature, measuring incidence of the two diseases in large patient populations. The present article reviews these studies, and the proposed mechanisms which might explain the relationships between these two systemically distinct diseases.